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S Cood is communicative of it jelf, I thought wy jel/ 

FY obliged to make the Publick partaker of the Good / 
"= have received from God, by, an effe® of bjs Grace, 

in acknowledging the Reaſons which have #bliged. wie 40 
leave the F rrors of the Romiſh Communton, that Þ bave fol- 
lowed all my Life, and preached fince I was a Prieſt thereof, 
until that God ſpoke to me, as to Saul, Why periecutelt tho: 
me? Put as I ſee nothing more able to welcome it into the 


\l orld, than by dedicating it vntg vouryelf, 1 take the liberty 


to preſent it to you, to the end tht being ſuſtained upon one 
of the ſtrongeſt Pillars of the Reformed C hurch, it may be 
better received from it. In effc, what greater advantage 
could I have in this occaſion, where I defire to make known 
the Errors of the Romilh. Charch that I have I-ft, to ene 
brace the Purity of the Goſpel, 'which is praiſed in the Re- 
formed Religion, than to produce this effed of my Studies, 
nnder the proteFion of a Perſon, who not only by the force of 
his Words, in his learned Writings, and by his continual 
Preaching, but alſo by the good example of his Manners, 
maketh known to all the World, that he maketh a particular 
profeſſion to follow Jeſus Chrift, in the purity of his Word 2 
In effeF, the one appeareth to us in all your ations, and the 
perfe renunciation of all the Grandeurs of the World, which 
hath made you ſo often refuſe the eminenteit Charges of the 
C burch, doth not permit wa to doubt thereof ;, and the other 


A2 appeareth 


LOSS. 4 
Li 


1 he Epiltle Ledicatory. 


appeareth in many learned Books, and in daily Sermons. 

where the force of Grace ſnpplieth the want of Nature, wea h- 

ned by long and painſul Studies 5 ſo as St. Baſil ſaid of 
Jr. Gregory, One knows not which appeareth more in yon, 

whether the holineſs of your Alanners, or the purity of your 
Deotrine you are of thoſe true aitors who are powerful in 
works and words, who ſuftain by their example that which 

they teach by a lively Word and by IT riting; in a word, 

who made themſelves all to all for to gain all to Jeſus ( briſt. 

Pardon me, Sir, if by advancing theſe Truths, I do violence 

to your Modeſty : This Conſideration hiudreth me to ſay any 

more of it, and is the reaſon, why retaining to my ſelf the 

Sentiments that I am obliged to have of it, I hold my peace, 
in as king you permiſſion to ſtyle my ſelf, as I am, with a moſt 

profound Reſbelt 


Sir, 
Your moſt humble, 


and moſt obedient Servant, 


JoszPpH pu MONT, 


PR O- 
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PROLOGUE. 


Gratia Dei ſumid quod ſum; 1ad<or. 
C.15. v.10, By thegrace of Go7 ! 
am what 1 am. 


Hen men are conquered by other men, and 
| that the power of Diſcourſe, or the force 
of Arms, hath conſtrained them to ſubmit, 


they own their Defeat, but with difficul- 
ty, and diminiſh as much as they can, the Glory obtheir 
Vanquiſher : But when Truth hath ſurmounted, and 
Grace hath overcome them, they deſire that every one 
ſhould know it, and far from regarding their deſtruction 
as a misfortune, they believe all men unhappy that it 
hath not ſubjeQed : So the Apoſtle St. Paul was not a- 
ſhamed of his blindneſs ;Jon the contrary,ihe made known 
toall the World that he had perſecuted the Church z and 
as if his own confeſſion was not ſufficient, the holy Ghoſt 
hath mentione in the A@s of the Apoſtles, the ſcales 
which fell from his eyes, to the end that he that glorieth * © ** 
ſhould glory in the Lord ; and that the feeble faculties 
of man may make known the power of the grace of God, 
By the grace of God (he faith) I am whatT am ; it is that 
grace which hath made him to acknowledge the Errors 
of Judaiſm, and to leave the Traditions of his Fathers, 
for to embrace the truth ofthe Goſpel, and follow Jeſus. 
It is the being inſpired by this Grace, animared by this 
Spirit, and moved by theſe ſame Sentiments, thae' be- 
| ievc 
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licve my («lf obliged to make publickly the ſame Con- 
telton, to (ay with St, Paul, that by the grace of God I am 
what I am; it is that Grace, which ( like the -Apoſtle 
hath drawn me (not from the Errors of Judaiſm, but) 
 trom the Errors of the Rowiſh Church, and hath made 
me leave the Traditions of my Fathers, for to follow 
Jetus Chriſt, in the purity of his Word. 

It is alſothis Grace, which 1;ke this Apoſtle, hath cau- 
(ed me to luticr perſecutions, not of thole who call them- 
[elves the enennes of Jeſus Chriſt, as the Jews, but of 
thole who are enemies of the purity of his Word, when 
| would have embraced tt, I mean, the Papiſts, who ({be- 
ing more cnraged againſt me, becaule I left ther Errors, 
than the Jews were againlt St. Paul, becaulc he had letr 
their Traditions) have put me (more than once) into an 
obſcure Priſon, where I had the honour to ſutter the 
ſpace of many weeks, not only all the miſeries, that the 
hatred which they bear to thoſe who deſire to embrace 
the Religion that I would follow, inſpired them againſt 
me, but many reproaches, promiſes, and threatnings, that 
the moſt eloquent DoQtors of this Communion made me 
every day, who tormented me more than al! the diſcom- 
modities of the [ſtraight and infamous Priſon where I was 
detained. | 

T can ſay again with St. Pax, in Deep, and not in Da- 
maſeus, the Governour under the King kept the City of 
thoſe of Deep with a Garriſon, deſirous to apprehend me 3 
for being eſcaped from the hands of my Enemies, (for the 
firſt time) the King's Lieutenant in the City of Deep, 
(called De lz Boiflere) (to whom and romany ather Go- 
vernours they had ſent my Pourtraicture ) ſtopped and 
detained me in the more ſtraight Priſon of the Caſtle of 
Deep, from whence at length (like again St. ws: grace 
hath delivered me, letting my ſef down by the Waſl 

through 
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through a Window, not in a Basket, as this Apoſtle, but 
with a Cord of 4c yards, and eſcaped his hands. 

| Te tsa truth which hath made ſo much noiſe, that not 
only all that City is informed of it, but almolt all France, 
and there are but tew French Proteftants in /. ondon who 
do not know it, but particularly the Miniſters of the 
French Churches. 

It is that Grace that God hath given me by his mercy, 
which maketh me ſay ( after the example of the blind 
man in the Goſpel) that Jeſus healed my eyes by the un- 
ion of his grace, that I came, that I waſhed them, and 
that I have now the uſe of my fight. 

'But as a Patient which js healed of a dangerous Sick- 
neſs, muſt not refule to tell his Remedy to all theſe that 
he ſeeth in the ſame danger, particularly when the Sick- 
ne(s is ſpiritual, and there is a doubt of the health af the 
Soul 3 fince Jeſus Chriſt defireth that we multiply the ta 
lents that he hath given us, that he ſendeth into utter 
darkneſs that bad Servant that had buried his one talent, 
and that he cauleth in our ſpirits the light of his Truth, 
but for to enlighten our Brethren wirh it ; 1 think my 
{elf obliged, fince that God by his grace hath made me 
to know the Trath, by curing my Soul of her blindneſs ; 
[ (ay, I think my (elf obhged tomake known to all the 
World, the Remedy that healed me. 

| have been long detained by humane Conſidcrati- 
ons, which making me know the infallible loſs of Ho- 
nours and Goods, held my Mind in ballance between the 
tear of the Creatures, and that of the Creator ; I (aw 
that in changing my Rehgion, 1 made my condition not 
only leſs commodious, but it may be miſerable 1m this 
World, and loſt the friendſhip of many honeſt Perſons, 
who eſteemed me in the Romiſh Church. But at length 
agamlt all theſe Conliderations that the Fleſh and Bloud 


mnlpt- 
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inſpired in me, the grace of God making me conſider the 
ſhortneſs of this life the eternity of the future, in a 
word, inſpiring in me an extreme deſire to ſave my ſelf, 
hath cauſed me to ſeek the way to it. I believed at firſt, 
that it was impoſſible to make ſure my Salvation in the 
Romiſh Church, for the great quantity. of Abuſes which 
are committed therein, and that the true way to ſave ones 
ſelt, was to have refuge in the Proteſtant Religion, which 
reformeth them entirely. 


CHAP. I. 
Againit the Authority of the Pope. 


Ne of the firſt Abuſes of the Romiſb Church ſhook 
me, and that the Reformed Church rejeGeth, is 
the great Power and ſoveraign Authority that the Zope 
attributeth to himſelf, who calleth himſelf Succeſſor of 
St. Peter, in quality of chief of the univerſal Church ; 
he extendeth that power, even to interdid& the King- 
doms that are in the hands of thoſe which he calleth Fe- 
reticks, becauſe they donot adhere to his Errors ; todiſ- 
pence with the Chriſtzans to break their Oaths and their 
Vows, to canonize, and to put (who he pleaſes) in the 
rank of the Saints, to give Laws to the univerſal Church, 
to remit fins, to draw Souls from Purgatory, to judge 
loveraignly, and without Appeal], of all the points of 
Religion, ſaying, that he cannot err in matter of Faith ; 
ize cauleth his Foot to be kiſſed by Kings, his Stirrop to 
be held by Emperors; in fine, he maketh himſelf to be 
adored as the Vicar of Jeſus Chriſt, whom he maketh 
timlelf. 
But belides that, St. Peter hath never been the Head 


of 
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of the univerſal Church ; as it is calic to ice 13 [is two 


E pitties, where very far trom {pcaking of Ruling Superi- | 


ority, he ſanh, that be 3s mot [ ord over God's | eritage + 
and that moreover St. {'anl ſaying in his 2d, Epilti: to 
the Corinthians, | was we a whit behind tle very chicfest 
Apoitles, {hewetn enough, that he thought hip(elt rut 
to be tubject to St. */ eter. The ta me St. 1 aul F uttcih 
the Apoltlc St. Tames the: filt, laying, Jamcs. ( eps ax axd 

Yohn, 1 ho ſcemed tobe pillars : And ag 14m St. Toba 13 the 

1/2. Chapcer of his Goipel, verſ. 44- putteth Andrew bu 


tore '{ eter, laying, 't hilip was of Fethſaidi, the (ity of 


Andrew and 1 eter: But when we ſhould be Goprived of 
all thete Authorities, that of Jcfvs Chrilt 13 infterent 
enough, becaule he torbiddetli al] Ruling Priorities a- 
monglt his Apoſtles over each other, when he faith 1n 


St, Luke, {he Kings of the 2 Gentiles Cr iſe / oraſhip AvVer OC 
then. ana they that exerc ze Authority over them are called * 


Fencfuttors , bnt ye ſhall not be ſo 
They object, to prove the _rmcy ct St, I cter, 


that Jeilus Chrilt (aid to him, /eed my Sheep 5 but one ©! 


cannot jultly infer from thence. that Jelus Cit hath 
created him Head of the univerlal Church, becaule that 
he did not bid him, l eed alone, or Feed ſoveraignly ”y 
Sheep. In etfect the ſame Commandment hath been made 
to all the Paſtors, in the 20th. of the A&s, and 28th, 
verſe, where St. Paul faith unto them, Take heed there- 
fore unto your ſelves, and to all the flock, overthe which the 


holy Ghoſt hath made you Overſeers, to feed the ( hurch of 


Gods; andin the 1ft. Chapter of St. Peter, I ecd the flock 
of God. 

[n regard of that which Jeſus promileth to St. Peter, 
to give him the Keys of Heaven; And whatſoever thou 
ſhalt bind on Þ arth ſhall be bound in Heaven, and whatſo- 


ever thou ſhait looſe on Earth ſhall be looſed in Feauen. It 
B | 1s 


--, 
. 
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is ealie to (ce, that Jeſus Chriſt by theſe words doth not 
give more Authority to St. Zeter, than to the other Apo- 
{tles, to whom he hath given the ſame power, ſaith St. 
C.::»v:1 John, As my Father hath ſent me, even fo ſend 1 you. © 
-2,:3- 22. And when he had ſaid this, he breathed on them, and 
ſaith unto them, Recerve ye the holy Ghoſt. 23. Whoſcſoever 
ſins ye remit, they are remitted unto them, and whoſeſoever 
fins ye retain, they are retained. It 1s that which St. ( - 
prian confirmeth very well, faying, Quod dixit Fetro, 
dixit & ceteris Apoſtolis ; That which Jeſus Chriſt hath 
taid to eter, he hath ſaid it allo to his other Apoſlles. 
is it not the ſame Truth that Serrard teached to the 
4 ope Fugene, when he aid unto him, Erras fi ut ſur- 
man ita & ſolam a Neo inititutam veitram Apoitolicam 
prteſtatem exiſtins. 

But although it was as true as it is falle, that Jeſus 
Chriſt had eſtabliſhed St. Peter for to be the vilible Chicf 
of the univerſal Church, i would not follow from thence, 
that all the Biſhops of Rowe were his Succeſlors in his 
Charge, becauſe we have no word of it in the holy 
Scripture ; and that moreover the Ecclefialtick Hiſtories 
teach us, thar heretofoce the people of the City of Rome 
cholc their Biſhop ; from whence it 1s eafie to ſee, that 
the Biſhop of Rowe was not the Head of the univerla! 
Church : For I pray you, who giveth the power to thit 
people to give a Head to the univerſal Church, and to 
eſtabliſh / zz#s Biſhop over the Apoſtles, who remained 
ater the death of St. Peter, as St. Joh, and the others - 
Bin (Dato non conceſſo) that St. Peter was the Chick 
of all! the Church, that he hath made his reſidence at 
Rome, and that he left his place to the Biſhop of this 
City, ( which are meer ſuppolitions. ) Who ſees not, 
that the Biſhop of Rowe 18 degraded of that Charge, by 


| -ompotaing him{clt in it of a contrary faſhion to that of 
St. 
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St. Peter 3 tor as Pope Leo faith, One cannot be heir o © 
the power of St. Peter, if one is not of his juſtice, St. Pe- 
ter was the (piritual Paſtor of his Troop, an4 the Biſhop 
of Rome (whom they call the Pope) 1s become the tem- 
poral Monarch thereof; on the contrary, to ſay with 
St. Peter, I want Gold and Silver, he is more rich than 
the molt puiſſant Kings. St. Peter never would be cal- 
led God, as Paul the 5th. on the contrary, he hindred 
Cornelis to proltrate himſelt before him. You will tell 
me, it may be, that I ſpeak of a particular; but who 
knows not, tnat every Pope, more proud than Lucifer, 
(who would make himſelf like 10 God) exto's himſclt 
above this eternal Soveraign, diſpenſing as he dath, 
with men, to keep the hdelity that they | Sa promiſed 
to God by Oaths and Vows? for whoſoever diſpenſeth 
with a Servant to obey his Maſter, muſt be greater than 
this Maſter ; and ſo the Pope diſpenſing with men to 
obey God, puts himſelf above God. Every one knows, 
that the Pope diſpenſeth not only with Vows and Pro- 
miles that men make to God, bur alſo with that Obedi- 
ence that they owe him, ſeeing that he permitteth one 
to marry his Neece, and the Siſter of his Wife, things 
that God forbiddeth in the 18th. and 20th. of Levi- 
HC a8- 

I will ſay again to that purpoſe, That the violation 
of the Ordinances of the Pope, is much more (cverely 
puniſhed than that of the Laws of God : Swear and blat- 
pheme the holy Name of our God, you ſhall never be 
puniſhed for it at Rome ;, but if you (ay any thing in that 
City againſt the Pope, you ſhall be preſently put tnto 
the Inquiſition : Confels your (elf there to have lyed, 
ttolen, committed Adultery, done any thing againſt the 
Commandment of Gcd, the Prieſt (hall give you an Ab- 
(oJution tor it ; butif you confef5 to have eaten _—_ in 

#1 B 2 Lent, 


6] 
) ext, he will not ablolve you forit : Why ? The Pope 
hath commanded that they keep / 2nt. Put that which 
I deteſt mo{t in the power tnat the Pope attributeth to 
himſelf, is the ſhametul Traffick that he maketh with In- 
Culigences, as we ihall fee. 


D'"———— —— 


CHAP. II 


Lg tinſi indulgences, 


He ſhame'ul Traitick that the Pope maketh with 

his Indulgences and Pardons, is fo untolerable, 

that it gave the hrft ground for the Reformation of the 
Church. In ettect, one muſt have more Conceſſion for 
the Indulgences of the Pope, than he doth diſtribute 
himſclt, or than he doth (ell to the people who belie- 
veth them, to hide their Abuſes. Thoſe of the Romiſh 
Church, who have tound the way, not only to live by 
them, but alſo to maintain their Juſts and their luxury, 
by the great Revenues which they bring them, ay 
itrange things thereof. They give to the Pope UNCX- 
haufttble rrealures of Merits, that turmiſheth him not on- 
ly with the (upcrabundant Merits of Jeſus Chriſt, * bat 
allo meritorious Works, and Works of Supererogation, 
that a great multitude of Saints, which have not ſinned 
much, and {uffered much, who by conſequence ( lay 
they) bave endured more pains than thetr ſins do de- 
lerve. The Supererogation of theirmeritorious Works, 
giveth to the Church (lay they) uncxhauſtible treaſures 
ot Merits, whereof the Pope dilpoleth when he pleaſeth, 
and in favour of whom 1t ſeemeth god to him 5 and it 
i5 that they call Indulgences and Pardons of the Pope. 
i rough a Soul be plunged in all {orts of (ins, 1t may have, 
by 
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by the means. of theſe Pardons, (that they buy with rea- 
dv money) the liberty to tin without puniſhment, ail the _ 
time of his Life. Who doth not tce the horror of this 
Abule. But Jet us leave theſe covetous. Dottors. that 
Intereſt blindeth, and that God abandons in a reprobate 
lenle, 

Let us (ee what the others ſay thereof, who are not [6 
paſſionate, their Doctrine is more plauſible, but it hath 
not more torce : The [ndulgences (lay they) are no- 
thing elſe but a relaxation of Penitence impoſed on Sin- 
ners by the Canons of the Church, in conſideration of 
the Martyrs, and which are not accorded by the Popes, 
but to thoſe who are truly converted. Burt it they are 
truly converted, what need have they of Pardons ? when 
Jeſus Chriſt hath changed a Sinner by the efficacy of his 
Grace, and that his heart which was of Stone, ts become 
a heart of Fle{h, his ſins are they not pardoned entircly 
to him? yes without doubt, ſecing that they are not 
pardoned to him but when he is converted; for.God 
regards not in his anger thoſe which he hath not chan- 
ged, but thoſe which he hath changed and convertcd, 
he doth not impute any crime to them, they are no more 
the object of his condemning anger : on the contrary, 
he becometh to them a merciful God, who doth regard 
only the preſent eſtate where he hath placed them, by 
the merit of the patizon of Jeſus Chriſt, which is more 
then (ufhatent (ſay again the Romans) to redeem many 
Worlds : But if the fatisfaQion of Je(us Chriſt, is more 
then (uthcient for to pay the pains which are due for our 
1ins, why will they add the fatisfaftions of men? why 
will they (ay that God takes two payments for one and 
the ſame debt, ſeeing that the firſt is ſufficient enough 
for to acquit 1t ? Indeed is 1t not to do an injury to the 
merits of Jeſus Chriſt, to joyn them to Pilgrimages, te 

Naked- 
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Nakedneſs of Feet, to Abſtinence of ſome Meat, and to 
other like things, for to make together the total ſatif- 
faction which 1s due for our fins? It will be better to 
ſay with St. Paul, in the 6th. chapter of the Galatians, 
verle 5. that every man ſhall bear his own burden: For I 
pray you, who is it who hath put the (utterances of the 
Saints, in the Treaſure of the Pope ? and, who is it that 
can allure us that God will be content with lo little 
Money ? No, no, it mult without doubt be another pay- 
ment to ſatisfie this Creditor ; as his debt is infinite, he 
muſt have an infinite payment, and by conſequence he 
muſt have the Merits of God, and not InduJgences toun- 
ded upon the Merits of men : but how the goods Works 
of men, ſhould be meritorious for the (attsfaction of the 
ſins of their Brothers, (ceing that they are not for their 
own (ins ? 


CHAP. IIL 
Againſt the Merit of Good Works. 


=_ 


Hoſe of the Roweiſh Church who believe themſelves 

not only to be able to merit the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven, by the means of their Works, but allo to acquire 
to themſelves higher degrees of Glory in Heaven, in pro- 
portion as thetr Works are more great and meritorious, 
for to eſtabliſh better this belief in the Spirit of Chrr- 
{tans, ſay that the Reformed Church reje&teth good 
Works, faying that they are not necefſary to Salvation ; 
but their Doctrine 1s as falſe as that which they impute 
to us: It is without doubt a calumny, ſeeing that the 
Chriſtian Religion ( that they call Reformed, becauſe it 
is purged from the Errors of the Popiſh Church ) _ 

vet 
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yeth that good Works are neceſlary to Salvation, that it 
is the way to come to Heaven, that /-aith without I orks 
x5 dead, as ſaith St. James ;, in fine, that good Works <« : 
(erve to glorifie God, to edifie the Neighbour, to tortifie 
Faith, and to conduct us to Eternal Life. It ſaith well, 
that good Works do not merit Salvation, that they are 
not the x rice of this blefſed acquilition, but only the 
way to arrive there ; and fo it is a calumny to lay, that 
the Reformed Church rejecteth good Works, ſaying that 
they are not neceſſary to Salvation : bit if good Works 
are the way to Salvation, they do not merit it, as a 
DoCtor of the Rowiſh Church ſaith, they are via regni non 
cauſa regnandi. 

In effect, for to merit a recompence of any body in 
commutative Juſtice, by the means of a good Work, it 
behoveth that the Work, or the Service that one doth, 
1s not due, for thele are no merit to pay his debts: 
Secondly, it behoveth that one offers of his own 3 for if 
one offers any thing which belongeth already to the 
perſon to whom one preſenteth it, there 1s no merit: 
Thirdly, it bchoveth that not only the Work that one 
doth, oftendeth not the perſon for whom one doth it, 
but moreover that this Work may be profitable to him ; 
for there is no merit to oftend any one, nor alſo to do 
him any thing that is unprofitable to him : In fine, it be- 
hoveth that there be proportion between the Work, 
and the Salary that one defireth to merit. None of theſe 
things are found in the good Works of men, therefore 
they do not then fo merit {alvation. I prove the Afrnor, 
and for its firſt part, {to wit) that the Works that we do 
for God is due to him, St. Cyke afſureth us of it, ſaying, - 
When ye ſhall have done all thoſe things which are comman- 
ded yon, ſay, we are nnprofitable Servants, we have done 
that which was our duty to do. Secondly, The Go x thax 
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we do comet; trom God, we otter ot his Go04s and not 
of our own Thine are mine, (aith Jelus Chrilt in St. John. 
Thirdly, . Not only our good Works do not ſignifhe any 
thing tohim, tor he hath rot necd of our lervice, it is WE 
hat have need of his grace, but morcovyr they are im- 
p<ifea, there is always fome roll oi our humane infimi- 
y : Jn fine, what propo: ton Is it bcetWeen our goud 
Voiks and the Kingdom of Heaven 2? vere 15 none With- 
out doubt ; it betwveth for this eternal Good, a merit 
any a price that may bc intinite, 4s i5 that of Telus Chrilt, 
ad not that of guvd Works. of men. Ii: 1s therefore 
wat ihe huly Scriptare tells us, that ternal life 3s a giſt 
of Gol, and not an acquilition by ou: Proper Merits 5 it 
15 ſo that St. Pau! laith writing to the /corums, The wage, 
of fin is death, but the gift of Uod is eternal life, through '/c- 
:,». ſas Chriſt our Lord : And the lame to thc Z pheſians, Tor 
by grace are ye ſwwved through faith,and that not of our ſelves, 
it # th: giſt of God, net of works, leſt any man ſhould boaſt : 
My Goods are nothing unto thee, (auth T)avid, (peaking to 
God. There 15then no merit in the good Works of men, 
10 point of commutative, Juitice, 
In etTect, if there was any, it ſhould be particularly 
in their lutterings, ſeeing that St. Par taith, For our 
To'c - light affiiFion which is but for a moment, worketh for 
 4..'" #8 4 far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory : 
Neverthelels the lame Apoltle aflureth us, wrniag to 
the Romans, That the ſufferings of this preſent time , are 
not worthy to be compared with the glory which ſhall be re- 
vealed in us. | 
Why then {may one tel] me) doth God ſpeak ſo often 
_.. . ,. of Salvation asofa Salary ; he ſaith in the /evelation, 1 
come quickly, and my reward is with me ; and St. Payl to 
the Romans, I bo will render to every man according to his 
- +.» 12 deeds: In fine, in St. Aatthew, Rejoyce and be exceeding 


glad, 


[13] 
glad, for great js your reward in Heaven. Of all theſe paſſa- 
ges the Papiſts do torm this Argument : 
Where there is recompence, there 1s merit. 
Jeſus Chriſt promiſeth recompence to good Works : 
Therefore they are meritorious. 
But I explain and diſtinguiſh the Minor of this Argu- 


ment, laying, that there are Recompences properly me- 


rited, and others which are not fo merited ; the lo me- 
rited Recompences are thole whereot Sr. Paul (praketh 


Maj: 
Minor. 
Conte:! 


when he faith, writing to the Romans, Now to him that © 


worketh, is the reward not reckoned of erace but of debt - 
And it is not of thele Recompences whereot Jeſus Chriſt 
(peaketh, becauſe the ſalvation that he promileth for to 
recompence,is a tree Reward, and not ſo merited, which 
is given us as a Child who receiveth Cloaths trom his Fae 
ther, for to have either well written, or done {ome other 
thing agreeable to his Father who giveth it him, not be- 
cauſe his Wort. by purchaſe meriteth jt, but becaule it is 
his dutitul Son. In like manner Jelus Chrift giveth us 
his Kingdom, not becauſe our good Works merit it, al- 
though that they be agreeable to him, but becauſe that 
we are Children of God his Father, - and his co-heirs, as 
faith St. Pax in the Epiſtle to the Romags. $o that thoſe 
of the Communion of Rowe, who will buy the Kingdom 
of God by their proper merits, renounce the Succeſiion 
of the Children of God, and from hc«irs delire to be- 
come buyers 3 but the Kingdom of God is not bought 
by the merit of Works, God giveth it freely to his Chil- 
dren. Fren we have believed in eſus Chriſt, faith St. 
Paul to the Galatians, that we night be juſtified by the 
faith of © hriſt, and not by the works of the 7, aw, for by the 


works of the l aw ſhall no fl ſh be juſtifiecl, And 1 as 2d. -, 


Epiltle to Timothy, God hath ſaved us, ani called us with 
an boly calling, not according to our works, but accirding 
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to his own purpoſe and grace which was given us in Jeſws 
Chriſt before the world begaw 3 and if by grace, then it x 
no more of works, otherwiſe grace is no more grace, laith the 
lame St. Paul writing to the Romans. After all theſe 
Authoritics and theſe Reaſonings, one mult be as proud 
as a Papilt for to att:1bute merit to ones Works. 


——_— 


EE 


CHAP. TV. 
Lguinſt Purgatory, 


He Church of Rowe doth never appear more elo- 
quent, than when (he ſpeaketh of its Purgatory : 

It repretenteth there to us Souls tormented in a fire of 
Brimltone, plunged in {6 great an anguilh of mind, in 
ſo vehement affliction, and ſo fenlible pains, that they 
cannot be conceived, It maketh a deſcription thereof 
as terrible as pityful ; and to make the living ſubliſt by 
the help that it inciteth him to render to the dead, it in- 


' venteth a thouſand divers pains, that theſe Souls ſuffer 


in appearance in thoſe imaginary places, where it repre- 


lenteth them to us in theſe horrible torments, and as ma- 


ny mear: tor to eaſe them thereof. 

But I vzould know where theſe Doctors (which judge 
men after that God hath judged them) can hind ſo many 
Evils and Remedies altogether : They do without doubt 
as ſome Gods of the Heathens, who cured but the Evils 
that ther had cauſed. But for tocure them(clves, I pray 
them to tell me, if Jelus Chrilt hath fully and pertcCtly 
latished to the Juſtice of God his Father, or 1t he hath 
ſatisfied Lut imperfectly, and in part only ; I do nc: be- 
ſieve that they confels this laſt, ſeeing that they call Jeſus 
Chriſt their Saviour, and that he is not the Saviour of 

mcn, 
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men, but becauſe he hath tully ſatisfied for them to the 
Juſticee of God his Father, by the eftuſion of his Bloud, 
with which he hath cleanſed us from all lins, faith St. 
John, in the 1/2. Chapter of his 12. Epiſtle 3 and St. Pan! 
to the  oloſſrans lanh, And you Leing dead in your fins, 
and the uncircumciſion of your fl\ſh, hath he quick: ned toge- 
ther with him, having forgiven you all treſpaſſes. They 
mult then confeſs that Jeſus Chritt hath fully ſatisfied for 
the fins of men ; but if Jeſus Chritt bath tully ſatisfied 
for our (ins, if he hath cftetually waſhed them in his 
own Bloud, by the means thereot he hath redieemed us : 
This Redemption is then pertect,and if it 1s per felt, there 
remaineth nothing ( by conſ-quence ) to pay off our 
Debts. Why then ſhould one imagine a new Expiation, 
a ſecond Satisfaction, an imaginary Fire, where one pu- 
niſheth crimes which are no more, in a word, a Purga- 
tory which never was, as it''1s eaſie 10 {ce by the holy 
Scripture, which'doth nor only ſay nothing thereof, but 
moreover aſſureth us by a great many places, that the 
faithful atter their death do enjoy reſt. Jſaiah ſaith, 
None _——_— the righteous is taken away from the 
evil to come. eſce in the 24. of F uke, that the good 
o!d man Simeon witnefſerth, that he had promiſe to be re- 
cerved in peace after he had ſeen the Meſlias. St. Paul 


ſairhin his 2d. Epiſtle to Timothy, ] have fought a good + 


freht,1 hawe finiſhed my courſe, I have kept the faith, 8. bence- 
Jorth there is laid up for me a ( rown of rightcouſneſs. The 
Soul of Z azar in the 1614. of St. ke 18 carried in the 
bolom of /brah:m, where he 1s comto:tcd, whilſt the 
wicked rich man is tormemed in the lamesot tell ; there 
15n0 middle, one muſt go into one or the other. Jeſis 
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Chriſt in the Revelations ſanth to the faithiul Soul, Pe - : 


tho faithful unto deabh, and I will give thee q ( rown of 
life, The fame Jeſus Chriſt, did he not ove his Para- 
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__ vile tothe good Thick, without any need of going into 

_ {urgatory ? To day ſhalt thou be with me in Paradiſe, laith 
he. to hini, This laſt proof would be alone ſufficient 
enough to convince the Papilts, if Intereſt did not hin- 
der them trom being convinced by Reaſon that there is 
no Purgatory : ſeeing that the [trongeli Realon thar 
they give thereof, is (lay they) that there 1sno Jultice, 
that a man that hath becn wicked all his lite, and who 
nevertheleſs ſhould be converted at his death, went as 
wcll to Heaven, as another who ſhould have lived holy 
all his lifez and fo that it mult be a Purgnory, where 
this wicked man who is converted at the hour of his 
death thould fatishe, betore he go to Heaven, tor the 
{ins that he hath commited 1n his lite- time. For beſtdes 
that the Parable of the Lord of the Golpel, who recom- 
penleth equally all the V/orkmen of his Vineyard, giving 
as much to thoſe that came at cleven, as to thole that 
came at (ix and nine, is much more ſtrong than their rea- 
ſoning, they can ſay nothing after the example of- the 
good Thick. They mult then confeſs with the Author 
of the Book called 7 'yponoſticon, mn St. Auguſtine, that 
the Church doth not acknowledge a third place, to the 
end that he which 16 not with Jeſus Chriſt may be with 
the Devil ; Tertinm locum penitus ignorat Fecleſia, ut poſe 
fit eſſe cum T.iabolo qui non eſt cum {Chriſto , latth this 
Author. 


RAE. V.. 
Against the Tnvocation of Saints. 
E have already ſeen the abuſes that the Romiſ 


| Church committeth- upon the Earth, we have 
ſecn 
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ſeen the Fictions that it maketh us of Hel},. but not con- 
tented with that, it mounteth even to Heaven, where it 
maketh us to find new Interceſſors, to which (by an 
abuſc that 1 again dithke, and that the Reformed Church 
rejecteth) it defireth one to make addreſs, and to in- 
voque them in any neceflity ; but beſides that, we have 
no commandment inthe Holy Scripture of it, as otox the 
Jeſuit confetleth himſelf, in the firſt Book of his Iaſtitu- 
tion, in the firſt Chapter, Of the Invocation of Saints : 
In regard of the commandment to pray and to invoque 
the Saints, the Church { ſaith he) did never teach that 
there was any: Do We not ice that Jeſus Chriſt 1n his 
Goſpel commandeth us to addreſs our ſelves to himſelf, 
to be eaſed of our pains? Come to me (laith he, in 
St. Matthew) all ye that labour, and are heavy laden, and <1 > * 
T will give yon reſt. It is then to Jeſus Chriſt, and not to 
Saints, that we muſt addrels our (elves; it is to him alone 
( faith St. Paul, in his firſt to T7mothy) whois the Media 
tour between God and men: he afſſureth us himſelf in © 
St. John, that he 1s the IFay, the Truth, and the Life, that « 1,» c. 
no man cometh to the Father, but by him: 1t 1s in this belo- 
ved Son ( (aith St. Paul to the Fpheſtans ) wherein he © 1 , 6 
hath made us acceptable : If zvy man (in, (laith St. John, 
in his fr{t Epiſtle ) we have an Advocate with the Father, 
Teſus Chriſt the righteow: why then to addreſs one (elf 
to his Saints 2? 

I confels that one muſt honour them, that we are ob- 
ſiged to admire their Vntucs, to conſider them as great 
mn who being in the Fleſh, Cas the Apoltle ſpeaketh,) 
Have not fought according to the Fleſh; that one mult 
!'carn their Lives, to the end to imitate them : and if it 
1» permitted to me to mingle a prophane Hiltory in lo 
Holy a matter, as theglory of Miltiades hinder'd Themi' 
ſtocles to ileep, t.beiioverh that the example of their 

' (1CAE 


[18] 

great ations draw us from ſlecp and idleneſs, in which 
we are plunged: but there is a great difference between 
imitating them, and invoquizz tim 3 the Scripture 
which ſpeaketh of the ne, doth not (p=ak of the other : 
on the contrary, it tell-:th us that there 15 wut one only 
Mediatonr, but one Advocate, but one Redeemer, who 
knoweth our miſcries by himſelf, as he cureth them by 
him(elf: that the Saints Cas St. Paul [peaketh)) arc by 
his Grace all that they are ; that they know ( as St. Au- 
guftine (ai: ) that when God crowneth their Merits, he 
crowneth but his Graces ; and that far to receive the 
Vows which one offereth them, and the Incenſe which 
one preſenteth to them, thy ſay with the Angel, in the 
Revelition, Remember thit | am thy companion in ſervice, 
and that it is to God alone that it behoveth us to addreſs 
our (c]ves to: 1t 18 not then the Saints that we mult 1n- 
voque, but Jeſus Chriſt. 

In effe&, if we muſt invoque the Saints, they muſt 
know our hearts, to the end to diſcern fincere prayers 
from falſ:; and tt is that which none can do, the know- 
ledge of the heart of man is a {ret that God hath re- 
ſerved to himſelf, C4 only knoveth the hearts of the chil- 
dren of mon, Canh the Holy Scripture in the (econd of 


v.32, Chrozicles. Bit how ſhould they know the ſecret 


thoughts of men, fceing that the Scripture aſfureth us, 
'-142, that meither have they any more a portion for ever in any 
* 6 thing that is done under the "un: it was without doubt 
for this realon that Flizs told to his diſciple Eliſha, that 

if he had any thing to ask !iim, he {ſhould have asked it 
before he was carried up to H-aven : pre-ſuppoling that 
when he ſhould be there, F/;/ha could no more ask any 
thing of him. You ſte then clearly, that on2 mult not 1n- 
voque the Saints which are in Hcaven, elevate Altar, 
offer Saz;ifizes to them, nor ſing Hymns of Praiſes to 
their 
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their honour, as thoſe of the Romiſh Church do. The 
firſt Chriſtians have been (> far from this falſe Worſhip, 
that not one laith any thing of it, in the three firlt Ages 
of the Church ; nevertheleſs theſe Ages have (een Ter- | 
tullians, Cyprians, Clements, Arnobes, Origens, and ſeve- 
ral others, who have all deteſted this conduc : fo that 
ſome Heretick. having riſen up, who invoqued Angels 
as their Interceſlors towards God, the Council of I av 
dicea condemned them by a Canon that was made on 
purpoſe : what would then this Council, and theſe Fa- 
thers {ay now, if they ſaw abuſes that the Roman Church 
doth commit by invoquing the Saints? if they did hear 
in the pravers of Chrilttans, (peaking to them as to God + 
himſelf, demanding the deliverance of their evils, pray- 
ing them to conduct them in the way of Heaven, to blot 
out their fins, to enlighten them, and to defend them . 
from their Enemies, they thunder without doubt Ara- 
them againlit this falſe Worſhip, or at leaſt they would 
retrench (as the Reformed Church doth) this abuſe of 
the Church. But ler us ſay ſomething, before we finiſh, 
of the abuſe which is committed in the Adoration of 
their Images ; it is again an abuſe that I diſlike, and that 
the Reformed Church rejecteth, as well as Tranſubſtan- 
tiation in the pretended Sacrifice of the Maſs; but as 
this laſt is an abule, for the clearing thereof one muſt 
have a more ample diſcourſe then this of a little Chapter, 
| reſerve my lelt to ſpeak thereof in a Book that I hope 
tofet forth ſuddenly, which ſhall ſpeak only thereof. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. VI. 


Againſt the Adoration of Images. 


He Church of Rome hath paſſed trom Spiritual Ido- 
latry, to one very material, thatis to ſay, from the 
Invocation of Saints, to the Worlhip of their Images : 
all the World knoweth, that having put Statues and 
Images upon his Altars, 1t cauſeth them to be adored, 
prayed unto, and offer Incenſe to them ; they kiſs them, 
they kneel before them.,it is not an exagyeration; beſides 
that daily experience ſheweth it, the Council of Nice 
ſaith poſitively theſe words : Ie believe without doubt 
that Images of Jeſus Chriſt, of the Virgin, of the Angels, 
and of Saints, muſt be adored ; he muſt be Anathema who 
donbteth that they winit adore them. The Council of Con- 
ſtantinople (faith, That he who adoreth not the Image of Je- 
ſus Chriit, let hims not ſee his face in his ſecond coming. 
And the Catechiſm of the Council of Trent, in the 
page 483; of the Edition of Lovain,a pproveth thoſe that 
kneeling before the [mage of St. Katherine (which Saint 
never was) ſav (Onr Father ) it 15 that a multitude of peo- 
ple do every day, before an infinite number of different 
Images. 

But not only the people committeth this abuſe, the 
Doctors themſelves and the Prieſts practice it, ſaying 
Prayers which are addrefſed to inſenfible Images , to 
which they (peak as if they were alive + Thus beginneth 
the Prayers that they ſay to the Image that they call 
commonly Veronice God keep thee, O holy face of our 
Red:emer imprinted in whit: Linen) holy Image and hap- 
3 | ignre, &c. they ſpeak tothe Image of the Crols, Are 
lipnum 
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liennm trinmphale, The excels of Idolaters have never 
been (ſuch, they never adored Statues in Statues , as 
Celſvs in Origin doth very well ſhow. 

It ſeemeth that it 1s not necetlary to ſhow that the 
holy Scripture condemneth this Worſhip, it ſuffticeth to 
remember only the ſecond Commandment of God, who. 
faith,” inthe 5th of Deuteronomy, 8th. verſe. Th-u ſhalt 
not make thee any graven Image, or any ( ikeneſs of any 
thing that is in Heaven above, or in the Farth beneath, or 
that is in the IV aters beneath the I arth;, Thou ſhalt not 
bow down thy ſelf unto them, nor ſerve th-m, for I the I ord 
thy God am a jealous God, viſiting the iniquity of the I a- 
thers upox the Children, unto the third and fourth Gemera- 
tion. There needs no more to aboliſh the worſhip of 
Images, but moreover the -reproaches that God maketh 
to Jeroboam, tor making of Images to himſelf, are (6 
terrible, that ſhow us enough how much this [dolatry dif- 
pleaſeth him: it was the reaſon why Fzechias, who ap- 
prehended to contradict theCommandment otGod broke 
the Brazen Serpent,although it was the only hope of the 
People of Iſrael: And the Apoſtle who reproatheth (6 
vehemently thoſe Idolaters to have changed the glory 
of an incorruptible God, in the [Image of a corruptible 
Man, doth not (how us enough how much God con- 
demneth this abule, | | 

Theſe are the principal Errors that I condemn in the 
Romifh Church, God hath given me the grace to leave 
them, for to embrace the purity of the Goſpel in the 
reformed Religion. And as it is the greateſt advantage 
that can arrive to me in the World, I did believe my 
ſelt obliged to make you partakers thereof, for the glo- 
ry of God, and the edification of my Neighbours, I 
think my (elf again obliged to render this Witnc to the 
rctormed Church, (that God hath done me the grace to 
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embrace) to ſay, that its Diſcipline is able to draw atl | 


thoſe that have zeal for the ancient Diſcipline of the 
Church, and for the truth ofits Doctrine ; and that one 
cannot too much admire this goyernm-nt of the learned 
and, wiſe Paſtors, who are the Rule of their Flock, who 
do not lor over the Houſe of God, who maintain by 
their examples that which they teach by their words, 
who inſtruct indefatigably their Sheep, who nouriſh them 
with the holy Word of God, after the manner that the 
Apoſtles did teach it, and who applying themſelves to 
the two principal things that'God hath left us in the 
World, (to wit, Prayer and his Word) form the one 
with the faithful finging the Pſalms and Praiſes of God, 
and diſtribute the ſecond with an eaſje and ſolid man- 
ner, capable not only to nouriſh them, but alſo to de- 
fend them puiſlantly againlt all their Enemies, viſible and 
inviſible. | 

Be not amazed if T am no more what I was, and if 1 
am-that which you are ; | was heretofore darkneſs, but 
now I am light in the Lord; I was heretofore kept in 
Chains of the Rowiſh Church, and now I (ing, The ſnare 
is broken, and I anrdelivered: In fine, I groaned hereto- 
fore under the weights of Humane Traditions, and now 
I am nouriſhed with Divine Truth: Let us rejoyce then, 
my Brethren, you and I, in the Militant Church, ſeeing 
that the Triumphantrejoycerh more for a ſinner who is 
converted to the Lord, then for the ninety nine who per- 
ſevered: let us rejayce with this Grace that God hath 
done me by his mercy, in ſaying with the Apoſtle, Gratia 
Dei ſum id quod ſus. 
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